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PRISON REFORM URGED IN NEW YORK. 

know of nothing that is more important than this. Mr. Osborne by his, I 
might almost say sublime experiment, has. focused the attention of the whole 
country on this subject —people all over the country are awakening to interest 
in it and there is no branch of the subject more important than the administra- 
tion of the federal prisons, for there is no abuse more easily remedied. It is 
all under one Congress. If we effect legislation at Washington creating and 
instituting this Federal Office of Prisons we shall have taken a very long step 
toward the era of humane and Christian treatment of criminals." 

J. D. Sears, 

Assistant Secretary of the National Committee on Prison Labor, N. Y. city. 

The American Prison Association also has a Committee on Federal Office 
of Prisons which is charged with the duty to confer with President Wilson on 
the subject of the establishment of a federal office. The personnel of this 
committee is as follows : Prof. Charles R. Henderson, University of Chicago, 
chairman; Frank L. Randall, chairman, Massachusetts Prison Commission; 
H. Wolfer, warden, State Penitentiary, Stillwater, Minn.; W. H. Moyer, warden. 
Federal Prison, Atlanta, Ga. ; J. P. Byers, secretary, American Prison Asso- 
ciation. R. H. G. 

Drastic Prison Reform Urged in New York. — A new turn has been 
given to the movement to abolish Sing Sing Prison, New York's antiquated 
mausoleum on the Hudson. The State Commission on Prison Reform, of 
which Thomas Mott Osborne is chairman, has recommended to Governor Glynn 
that the place be converted into a receiving station for the observation and 
study of all persons sentenced to a state prison, for the medical examination 
and treatment of those afflicted with disease and for weeding out those found 
to be mentally defective. 

Among other recommendations in the report of the commission, made 
public last week, is one that a Court of Rehabilitation be established, and in- 
determinate sentences given all persons sent to state prisons, in order that the 
reformation of law-breakers may be determined as accurately as their guilt. 

In urging the abolition of Sing Sing, the commission calls attention to the 
"incredible fact" that public opinion has for over half a century been aware of 
the barbarity of confining human beings in the cells there and yet has let the 
institution remain — "a disgrace to a civilized community." The commission calls 
strongly for the erection of a new prison to take the place of Sing Sing. The 
new prison, it declares, should have a site of 2,000 acres, consisting of forest 
and arable lands, and should not be more than 100 miles from New York city. 

With reference to converting Sing Sing into a receiving station the com- 
mission says it contemplates the establishment of a hospital and neurological 
institute as well as a place of detention and observation. This will require, it 
points out, the services of a staff of genuine experts, physicians and officials 
of special training, broad sympathies and knowledge of human nature. The 
cell block will not be needed for this purpose and should be abandoned. 

In urging sentences without maximum or minimum limit for all persons sen- 
tenced to state prisons, the commission declares that "the unequal sentences im- 
posed by different judges for the same offense, or even by the same judge at 
different times, is little short of scandal in the administration of our criminal 
justice, and creates in those discriminated against a ranking sense of the in- 
justice and inequality of the law." 
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PENAL FARM SITE CHOSEN 

The idea of a court of rehabilitation to determine when prisoners are fit 
to be returned to society was first given prominence some years ago by Roland 
B. Molineaux, and has since been strongly urged in Texas. Such a court, as 
usually conceived, will be a court of record to try a person for release on the 
evidence of his conduct in prison. If he has been given an indeterminate sen- 
tence, as the commission urges, the court can diminish or prolong his term as 
it sees fit. 

The commission declares: "While perfect justice cannot be expected from 
any human instrumentality, it is conceived that a single court, acting for the 
entire state, and sitting as a Board of Parole or Court of Rehabilitation will be 
much more apt to administer an equal justice than is possible under the present 
system. Under such a system it will be the prisoner and not the crime that 
will be tried. 

Pending the creation of such a court, the commission recommends the es- 
tablishment of local advisory boards, of three or five members each, for each 
prison and reformatory, for the purpose of investigating all applications for 
pardon or parole. 

Believing that the greatest obstacle in the way of real prison reform in 
the state is the confusion and demoralization in the prison administration, the 
commission urges as the necessary ground work of all other changes the con- 
solidation of all offices, boards and commissions into a permanent state de- 
partment of correction. In this it recommends the vesting of the entire penal 
administration of the state. 

Among its other recommendations are a separate institution for the care 
of all adult mental defectives convicted of crime ; the "honest, efficient and 
business-like administration" of all systems of prison labor in the state; the 
creation of an employment bureau for paroled and discharged prisoners in 
the office of the superintendent of prisons ; and the establishment of a thorough 
system of education in the penal institutions under the state commissioner of 
education. — From The Survey, May 23, 1914. R. H. G. 

Penal Farm Site Chosen by Indiana Commission. — The commission, 
appointed by Governor Ralston to select a site for the state's penal farm for 
short term prisoners, under an act of the 1913 legislature, has decided to buy the 
site near Putnamville, Ind., containing 1,567 acres. The total price to be paid 
for the tract by the state, including rights of way to the Monon and the Van- 
dalia railroads, is $57,000. The legislature appropriated $60,000 to buy a tract 
of. not less than five hundred acres. 

The commission, as soon as it had decided on the site, made a formal re- 
port to the governor, setting out the advantages of the site offered and telling 
why it had selected it over a dozen others that had been in turn selected from 
fifty sites offered the commission throughout the state. 

In the report the relative values of each tract of land in the thirteen sites 
finally considered were set out in terms of a scale of requirements, arbitrarily 
placed by the commission members. The Putnamville site scaled high in such 
points as stone, for building material and for road and agricultural material, 
water facilities, drainage and sewage disposal, railroad facihties, stock and 
fruit raising possibihties and agricultural facilities. 

297 



